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��� Most disturbingly, the past few weeks have seen a very disturbing 

rise in violence from extremist quarters targeted at places of religious 
significance. Both Coptic churches and the graves of important Muslim 
personalities have been attacked. These are alarming developments, 
and especially so in light of the fragile state of our country at this crucial 
juncture. They need close attention and to be stopped so that the 

religious, social and political integrity of the country remains intact.�
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��� When the idealistic view of society envisioned by those who call 

themselves Salafis fails to come to pass this can then cause dangerous 
further radicalism. The fact that the past they idealize is a figment of 
their imagination and thus necessarily unattainable becomes an engine 

of radicalization fuelled by their inevitable frustration.�

��� Sadly, this dangerous mix of isolationism and idealism can also 

feed into an undeserved self-confidence, indeed arrogance. Taken 
together all this comprises a spiritual malaise which is integral to the 
disease of extremism, and can only be countered by a truly Islamic 
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